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Coronavirus School Closure Daily Staff Update #4 – March 18, 2020  
 
Here are a few items I hope you will take note of: 

• Complete Closure of Agency Facilities: The complete closure that I communicated yesterday went into effect 
today at 3pm.  

• Voluntary Emergency Overflow Childcare Facilities: The Agency, along with all ESAs across the state, will be asked 
to lead an initiative in their community to establish these centers. A great deal of time has been spent the past 
couple days preparing for the issuance of an executive order by the Governor that will establish the overflow 
childcare facilities. Details are significantly lacking as I write this. However, it is intended to serve the essential 
workforce in our community. The term “essential” will soon be defined but through conversation with the 
Governor’s office and with other leaders across the state it is expected to include health care workers, direct 
care givers such as home health aids, first responders, law enforcement, sanitation workers, child care workers, 
correctional service employees, plus public health and government and court employees, those employees 
providing critical infrastructure (utilities, manufacturing, mass transit, etc.), and key government employees such 
as state or county workers within the DHHS. We have no idea at this point what the demand will be nor do we 
have an idea what the space within private providers is currently. The Early Childhood Investment Corporation 
will be initiating a survey of private providers across the state so we will get information on space available within 
the next couple days. What adds lots of pressure to this is that we anticipate that March 23rd will be the 
expected date the Governor will want the overflow facilities operational.  

• Legislature: Yesterday I received the first indication of conflict in Lansing regarding how the instructional days 
and funding will be handled. You may have seen a little of this reported in the media. Don’t worry about what 
you may read. There is lots of pressure on the legislative system right now and it is ok to have some initial 
conflict. My objective is to lean-in a bit on this and not remain idle. This morning I set out to create a 
comprehensive recommendation for our local legislators to consider and hope to have it finished by the end of 
tomorrow so I can seek a few minutes of their time to share my thoughts before they come back to session. Our 
legislators – Senator Theis, Representative Bollin, Representative Vaupel – are excellent leaders and I have 
always respected that they are willing to listen. Today I vetted my key points through a number of 
superintendents across the state and they have been favorably received. I will continue that throughout the day 
tomorrow. 

• Conference Calls Tomorrow: I will be participating in conference calls tomorrow with the Michigan Association of 
Intermediate School Administrators and will also be participating on a town-hall conference call with the 
Governor and our State Superintendent. I will share any significant items from those calls in my update 
tomorrow. 

 

That is it for now…please look for my next update at 6 pm on Thursday!  

 


